Communicable Diseases and Immunization Service
655 West 12th Avenue
Vancouver, BC V5Z 4R4

Tel 604.707.2548
asé Control Fax 604.707.2515
dEalth Services Authority www.bccdc.ca

Date: December 18, 2019 Administrative Circular: 2019:16

ATTN: Medical Health Officers and Branch Offices
Public Health Nursing Administrators and Assistant Administrators
Holders of Communicable Disease Control Manuals

Re: Update to Communicable Disease Control Manual, Chapter 1: Communicable
Disease Control, Rabies & Chapter 2: Immunization, Part 4 — Biological Products

Chapter 1: Communicable Disease Control

Rabies

e The Interim Guidelines for the Use of RIG in BC have been discontinued and dose-sparing
measures are no longer required. As such, the Rabies guidelines have been updated to
remove reference to the Interim Guidelines in subsection 4.2 Rabies Post-Exposure
Prophylaxis (RPEP).

0 Please note that the Interim Direction for the use of rabies vaccine for post exposure
prophylaxis in BC is being evaluated by the Rabies Working Group and CD Policy
Committee and will be available in early 2020.

Please remove the following from the Communicable Disease Control Manual, Chapter 1,
Rabies: Table of Contents & Pages 1 to 35, dated July 2019

Please insert the following from the Communicable Disease Control Manual, Chapter 1,
Rabies: Table of Contents & Pages 1 to 35, dated December 2019

Chapter 2: Immunization

Part 4 — Biological Products

Immune Globulins

Human Rabies Immune Globulin (Rablg): HyperRAB® & Imogam® Rabies Pasteurized

e The Interim Guidelines for the Use of RIG in BC have been discontinued as demand has
returned to baseline and dose-sparing measures are no longer required. As such, the
product pages have been updated to revert back to the administration of a full dose of
Rablg. Following infiltration of Rablg into and around the wound(s), any remaining
volume should be injected intramuscularly.
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http://www.bccdc.ca/
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%201%20-%20CDC/InterimRabiesVaccineRPEPGuidelines.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%201%20-%20CDC/InterimRabiesVaccineRPEPGuidelines.pdf
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Please remove HyperRAB® page numbers: 1-3 dated September 2019
Please add HyperRAB® page numbers: 1-3 dated December 2019

Please remove Imogam® Rabies Pasteurized page numbers: 1-3 dated July 26, 2019
Please add Imogam® Rabies Pasteurized page numbers: 1-3 dated December 2019

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Christine Halpert, Senior Practice
Leader, BCCDC (telephone: 604-707-2555 / email: christine.halpert@bccdc.ca) or Stephanie
Meier, Public Health Resource Nurse, BCCDC (telephone: 604-707-2577 / email:

stephanie.meier@bccdc.ca).

Sincerely,

it Lo

Monika Naus MD MHSc FRCPC FACPM
Medical Director

Communicable Diseases & Immunization Service
BC Centre for Disease Control

pc:
Provincial Health Officer
Dr. Bonnie Henry

Dr. David Patrick
Interim Executive Lead
BC Centre for Disease Control
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BC Ministry of Health, Population &
Public Health Division:

Craig Thompson
Director, Immunization

Kim Bruce
Acting Executive Director,
Public Health Services
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